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WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPO's International IP Application Data (PCT Patent Section)

Global PCT patent filings fell for the first time in 14 years and China’s PCT patent filings fell for the first 
time in 21 years.

The total number of PCT filings amounted to 272,600 in 2023, a 1.8% decline from the year before. In 2023, China 
continued to be the top origin of PCT applications filed with 69,610 - a small decrease of 0.6% from the previous 
year. This is the first year-on-year decrease from China since 2002. The US came in second with 55,678 applications, 
which represents a 5.3% drop on 2022. Japan followed with 48,879 applications (–2.9%). The Republic of Korea and 
Germany rounded out the top five, with 22,288 applications and 16,916 applications respectively. The Republic of 
Korea saw 1.2% growth in 2023, while Germany experienced a 3.2% decline.

Among the top 15 countries, India (+44.6%) and Türkiye (+8.5%) saw the fastest growth in PCT filings in 2023. In 
2023, Indian innovators filed 44.6% more PCT applications than the previous year, following a 25.9% growth the year 
earlier as India’s innovation ecosystem strengthens and expands. The Netherlands (+5.8%), France (+2%) and the 
Republic of Korea (+1.2%) are the only other countries with growth in filings in 2023.

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) recently released its annual data on the number of 
applications filed in the international intellectual property system.
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Chinese telecoms giant Huawei Technologies remained by far the top filer with 6,494 published PCT applications in 
2023. Samsung Electronics of the Republic of Korea came in second (3,924 applications), followed by Qualcomm of 
the US (3,410), Mitsubishi Electric of Japan (2,152) and BOE Technology of China (1,988). Contemporary Amperex 
Technology of China marked the fastest growth among the top 10 applicants, with an additional 1,533 published 
applications in 2023, moving up 84 positions to eighth place. In contrast, the top applicant, Huawei Technologies, had 
1,195 fewer published applications in 2023 compared to the previous year.

In the education sector, the University of California (USA) remained the top applicant with 531 published PCT 
applications in 2023. Suzhou University (China) came in second (332 applications) followed by the University of 
Texas System (US, 217), Tsinghua University (China, 209) and Leland Stanford Junior University (USA, 180). 
Tsinghua University witnessed the sharpest increase among the top five educational institutions, with an additional 35 
published PCT applications.



Page 4 

Patent

WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPO's International IP Application Data (Industrial Design 
Section)

Chinese applicants drive global Hague design applications to record high.
In 2023, the number of designs included in international applications under WIPO's Hague System reached a 

record, totaling 25,343, reflecting a modest increase of 1% and marking three successive years of growth. Germany 
remained the top user of the international design system with 4,517 designs, followed by China (3,758), the US 
(2,668), Switzerland (2,196), and Italy (1,817). Among the top ten countries, China (+46.9%) and Türkiye (+45.7%) 
experienced double-digit growth in 2023. The US (+9.2%), Japan (+6.9%) and France (+4.7%) also reported strong 
growth in 2023.
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Samsung Electronics of the Republic of Korea moved into the top filing position with 544 designs in published 
applications, surpassing Procter & Gamble (525 designs), a US-based company that previously held the top position. 
LG Electronics of the Republic of Korea and Porsche AG of Germany, each with 352 designs, jointly held the third 
position, followed by Xiaomi Mobile Software of China with 315 designs.

Porsche AG, Hermes Sellier of France, Triple A Finance of Germany, and Alfred Karcher of Germany, all saw 
substantial increases in the number of designs included in their applications in 2023 compared to 2022, with increases 
of 235, 179, 175, and 142 designs respectively.

(Source: WIPO)

Trademark

WIPO Data: Highlights of WIPO's International IP Application Data (Madrid Trademark 
Section)

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) recently released its annual data on the number of applications 
filed in the international intellectual property system.

China’s Madrid trademark applications bucked the trend and maintained growth.
The total number of international trademarks applications filed under WIPO’s Madrid System in 2023 amounted 

to 64,200, which is 7% fewer than the previous year. US-based applicants (10,987) filed the largest number of 
international trademark applications, followed by those located in Germany (6,613), China (5,473), France (4,267) 
and the United Kingdom (3,817).
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L’Oréal of France, with 199 Madrid applications, remained the top filer for the third year running in 2023. BMW 
AG (124 applications) of Germany moved up 33 places to become the second top filer, followed by Bulgaria’s Euro 
Games Technology (118), Germany’s Boehringer Ingelheim International GMBH (110) and Novartis AG (110) of 
Switzerland.

Berlin-Chemie AG of Germany filed 104 more applications in 2023 than in 2022, elevating it to the 6th largest 
applicant. BMW AG (+85 applications) Boehringer Ingelheim International GMBH (+56) and Stokomani of France 
(+56) also saw considerable increase in filings between 2022 and 2023.

(Source: WIPO)
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